The Social Cost of Gambling offered by Tom Larkin

What Does the Research Tell Us?


Economic Destabilization

· Cost of legalized gambling out weigh benefits $3 to $1 (Grinols, 2004; Kindt, 2008)

· In 2007, studies report net job losses due to the shift of consumer dollars to gambling.

· Casinos/slots will reduce Lottery local aid by about $200,000 (Conroy, 2008)

Crime

· Many studies connect gambling to criminal behavior (Kindt, 2008)

· A study comparing casino and non-casino states found an increase in crime rates from 8% to 10% and continuing thereafter. (Grinols, 2000)

· FBI data supports further supports that gambling sites attract criminals. (Kindt, 2008)

Child Abuse and Domestic Violence

· After 2 yrs of casino gambling, Deadwood, SD saw an increase of 42% in child abuse, and 80% in domestic violence and child abuse (Blumberg, n.d.);

· In Indiana, 72 children were abandon at casinos during a 14 month period (Schnieder, 2000);

· 25% to 50% of spouses of pathological gamblers had been abused (NGISC, 1999).

Suicide

· Suicide rates in gambling counties are 2 to 4 times greater;

· In Atlantic City, abnormally high levels of suicide emerged for visitors and residents after casinos opened;

Las Vegas has the highest suicide level in the country. (Phillips, Welty & Smith, 1997; Kindt, 2008) 


Bankruptcy

· Proximity to gambling increase bankruptcy;

· Gambling is the fastest growing and 4th leading cause of bankruptcy;

· New bankruptcies in counties with gambling increased 18% to 35% in 1997 and continued at 13% to 19% in 2001. 








(Kindt, 2008)

Youth Gambling

· Gambling is the fastest growing teen addiction

· The rate of pathological addiction is twice as high as adults (4-8% v. 1-3%)

· 24% of male students in grades 10 and 11 visit internet gambling sites within 12 months

More money is spent on college campus for gambling than alcohol  (NGISC, 1999; Kindt, 2008)
Addiction

· 30% of active gamblers have a problem: 4% pathological (severe), 9% (problem), 18% at risk (mild)

· 30% of people with drinking problems also have gambling problems

· 1 out of 5 returning veterans have a gambling problem    (NGISC, 1999; ODHS, 2007)

Social Justice

· 80% of money lost to gambling comes from 10-20% of gambler

· Disproportionately, these people are: low socio-economic status, racial minorities, elderly, formerly incarcerated, returning veterans, and individuals with emotional and behavioral problems (Clotfelter & Cook, 1989; Grinols, Mustard & Hunt-Dilly, 2000; ODHS, 2007)
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